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WORLD  CATTLE  NUMBERS  GAIN 
100  MILLION  KEAD  IN  8  YEARS 


The  world's  cattle  and  "biiffalo  popiilation  in  1961  is  estimated  at  1,011 
million  head,  5  million  more  than  a  year  earlier  and  100  million  more 
than  the  1951-55  average.    The  11  percent  increase  in  about  8  years 
amounts  to  slightly  more  than  the  U.S.  total. 

The  substantial  expansion  in  nmbers  has  made  it  possible  to  increase 
beef  and  veal  output  in  the  hk  principal  meat  producing  countries  by 
about  17  percent. 

Despite  the  sharp  increase  in  output,  demand  for  beef  has  also  increased 
and  cattle  and  beef  prices  are  generally  high  enough  to  encourage  further 
increases  in  cattle  production  in  nearly  all  major  areas  of  the  world. 
Meat  packing  facilities  are  being  developed  in  Africa,  the  northern  parts 
of  South  America,  and  Central  America;  these  provide  strong  stimulus  for 
increased  output  of  beef  without  corresponding  increases  in  cattle  num- 
bers.   In  many  countries  little  beef  is  produced  as  cattle  axe  used  mainly 
for  milk,  for  work,  or  as  evidences  of  wealth. 

During  196O  numbers  increased  3  percent  in  both  South  America  and  Oceania, 
2  percent  in  Eastern  Europe,  Western  Europe  and  the  U.S.S.R.  and  1  per- 
cent in  Africa.    But  numbers  decreased  1  percent  in  both  North  America 
and  Asia. 


This  Circiilar  contains  more  detailed  information  than  the  summary  of 
similar  title  published  in  the  monthly  supplement  issue  of  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets  of  April  27,  I961. 


CATTLE  AND  BUFFALO:    Estimated  world  total  by  continent  or  area, 

average  1951-55,  annual  1958-61 


:  Average 

Continent  :  1951-55 

;  Mil. 

:  head 

• 

North  America  :  129.8 

South  America  ..:  lUO.6 

Europe:  : 

Western  ;  T3»3 

Eastern  :  29.6 

Total  Europe....:  102.9 

« 
» 

U.S.S.R  :  57.0 

Africa  ;  10h,6 

Asia  :  355.5 

Oceania  :  21.1 

Total  World  ;  911.5 

1/  Preliminary.  ~ 


1958 


1959 


i960  1/ 


1961  1/ 


Change 


1961 


1951-55 


1961 
i960 


Mil. 

head 

13^^.8 
15^^.7 

76.5 
29.5 


Mil. 

head 

138.1 
157.0 

78.0 
30.2 


Mil. 

head 

lk2.k 
162.3 

79.9 
31.0 


Mil. 

head 

142.1 
167.5 

81.7 
31.7 


Percent  :  Percent 


+10 
+19 

+11 
+7 


106.0      108.2     110.9  113.4 


+10 


66.8 
116.3 
371.2 

23.0 


70.8 
116.6 
373.9 

22.5 


74.2 
118.1 
374.8 

22.8 


75.8 
118.9 
369.5 

23.4 


+33 
+14 
+4 
+11 


972.8      987.1  1,005.6   1,010.5  +11 


-1 

+3 

+2 
+2 


+2 


+2 
+1 

:\4 


Note:    Individual  data  will  not  always  add  to  totals  because  of  rounding. 

Compared  with  the  1951-55  average  numbers  increased  33  percent  in  the 
U.S.S.R.;  19  percent  in  South  America;  l4  percent  in  Africa;  11  percent 
in  both  Oceania  and  Western  Europe;  10  percent  in  North  America;  7  per- 
cent in  Eastern  Europe;  and  4  percent  in  Asia. 

Five  countries— India,  the  United  States,  the  U.S.S.R.,  Brazil  and  Com- 
munist China  each  have  60  million,  or  more,  head  of  cattle.    Argentina  is 
the  sixth  largest  with  46  million  head.    Pakistan,  Mexico,  Ethiopia  (in- 
cluding Eritrea)  and  France  have  from  30  million  to  19  million. 

North  AmerL  ca:    The  slight  decrease  in  numbers  in  North  America  diiring  I96O 
was  due  to  a  sharp  decline  in  Cuba  where  there  have  been  widespread  changes 
in  farm  ownership  as  big  ranches  have  been  taken  over  by  collective  or- 
ganizations.   Numbers  increased  rapidly  in  Canada,  the  United  States,  and 
Central  America,  but  there  was  apparently  little  change  in  Mexico.  Rela- 
tively good  beef  prices  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  have  stimulated 
production.    Estimates  of  U.S.  numbers  in  recent  years  have  been  revised 
downward  on  the  basis  of  the  recent  Census  of  Agricultiare. 
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Several  Central  American  countries— Costa  Rica,  Nicaragua,  and  Honduras-- 
are  shipping  beef  to  the  United  States.    Panama  has  shipped  seme  beef  in 
former  years  and  Guatemala  expects  to  begin  exporting  now  that  its  in- 
spection system  has  U.S.  approval.    The  United  States  continues  to  import 
feeder  cattle  and  fairly  large  amounts  of  beef  from  northern  Mexico. 
There  was  a  sharp  increase  in  shipments  of  live  cattle  to  the  U.S.  in 
late  i960  and  early  I961  reflecting  strong  demand  in  the  U.S.  and  poor 
range  conditions  in  Mexico. 

South  America:    Cattle  numbers  are  continuing  to  rise  sharply  in  South 
America.    Numbers  rose  significantly  in  I96O  in  Argentina.    From  1957  to 
1959  cattle  prices  in  Argentina  almost  tripled,  and  the  favorable  prices 
continued  to  increase  numbers  in  I96O.    In  Brazil  higher  price  ceilings 
and  hopes  for  decontrol  discouraged  slaughter  and  resulted  in  a  modest 
gain  in  numbers.    Also  there  is  considerable  growth  in  cattle  as  new 
farms  are  developed  in  Brazil's  vast  undeveloped  areas. 

Combination  of  drought  and  record  high  cattle  prices  in  Urugiiay  boosted 
slaughter  and  held  numbers  relatively  unchanged  from  1959  to  I96O.  Num- 
bers also  remained  relatively  unchanged  in  Peru.    In  recent  years  numbers 
in  Paraguay  have  declined  but  in  Brazil,  Colombia,  Venezuela,  and  Ecuador 
have  continued  to  rise  steadily. 

Western  Europe:    Ireland  was  the  only  major  country  in  Western  Europe 
where  cattle  nimbers  dropped  in  196O  after  rising  steadily  for  several 
yesirs.    This  was  due  to  a  vigorous  tuberculosis  eradication  program  and 
large  exports  of  beef  and  cattle.    Major  producing  countries  have  moder- 
ately increased  numbers  in  recent  years.    Percent  increases  over  the 
1951-55  average  are:    United  Kingdom,  15;  France, "I8;  Denmark,  12;  Italy, 
8;  Ireland,  8;  West  Germany,  11;  and  the  Netherlands,  18. 

Strong  demand  for  beef  and  higher  cattle  prices  have  stimulated  beef 
cattle  production  in  Western  Europe.    Much  of  the  rise  has  come  about 
by  fertilization  of  pastures  and  more  extensive  husbandry  practices.  Pro- 
duction has  been  encouraged  by  price  support  programs  in  some  countries, 
including  the  United  Kingdcm,  France,  Italy,  and  Switzerland. 

Eastern  Europe;    Numbers  continued  to  rise  in  nearly  all  major  countries 
of  Eastern  Europe  during  196O.    In  most  of  the  area  livestock  numbers  and 
meat  production  depend  largely  on  price  policies  and  other  production  in- 
centives as  determined  by  each  government.    In  recent  years  more  encourage- 
ment has  been  provided  meat  animal  production  in  an  effort  to  increase 
per  capita  meat  supplies  to  levels  more  nearly  comparable  to  those  in 
Western  Europe. 

Cattle  in  the  U.S.S.R.  increased  2  percent  from  Jh,2  million  at  the  first 
of  i960  to  a  new  high  of  75-8  million  at  the  beginning  of  1961,  for  a 
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CATTI£  AND  BUFFALO:    Number  in  specified  countries,  average  1951-55,  annual,  I958-6I 


Country 


Average 
1951-55 

1958  ! 

1959  ; 

i960  1/ 

1961  1/ 

TI10U.S  Einclfl 

8,673 

17,200 
91,333 
160 
382 

10,293 
18,900 
91,176 
174 
403 

10,112 
20,000 
93,322 
175 

412 

10,489 
21,000 
96,236 
178 

10,897 
21,000 
97,139 

117,790 

120,990 

124,060 

128,360 

129,670 

705 

869 

1,153 
1,213 

573 

977 
917 

1,121 

1,370 

m 

1  1  ho 

1,1*25 
ool 

1,0?  1 

800 

1,496 

DQD 

1,093 
825 



D,  ipU 

D,  jDVJ 

4,1408 
885 

S  700 

936 

943 

S.7S0 

6,360 

7,690 

7,880 

7,790 

6,070 

129,810 

134,830 

138,090 

142,370 

142,100 

1+2,338 

y 2,260 
56,071 
2,630 

1,377 

4.099 

3,331 

7,797 
7,512 

^^1,355 

69,548 
2,920 

1,403 

3,225 
7,430 
8,240 

40,773 

71,420 
2,930 

1,1*50 
3,666 
3,372 
7,502 

8,600 

1*3,500 

72,829 
2,945 

1,490 
^.689 

3,591 
7,506 
9,200 

46,000 
74,450 

1,540 
3,650 
9,800 

140,580 

154,710 

157, 04o 

162,330 

167,470 

2,303 
2,284 

2,989 
1,852 
16,506 
11,546 
942 
3,925 
8,711 
2,733 
1,127 
1,050 
2,888 
2,557 
1,620 
10,132 

2,297 
2,543 
3,151 
1,936 
17,925 
12,009 
1,081 
3,969 
8,649 
2,873 

1,060 

2,279 
2,608 
3,224 

1,949 

l8,4o8 
12,127 
1,103 
'+,053 
8,992 
3,015 
1,060 

2,310 
2,680 
3,323 
1,920 
18,735 

12,480 
1,115 
4,270 
9,200 

3,165 
1,075 

2,385 
2,680 
3,360 
1,950 
19,1*35 
12,867 

1,135 
4,241 
9,4O0 
3,230 
1,115 

2,734 
2,51+3 

1,664 
10,819 

2,690 
2,580 
1,687 
U,005 

2,710 
2,500 

I,  71*5 

II,  479 

2,710 
2,500 
1,750 
11,697 

73,255 

76,475 

78,015 

79,915 

81,665 

411 
1,896 
4,249 
3,790 
2,108 
7,488 
4,647 
5,061 

431 

1,673 
4,091 
3,7'*4 

1,937 
8,210 
4,470 
4,922 

1,572 
4,183 

'*,1"*5 
2,004 

4,394 
5.089 

1,1*58 

l*-,303 
4,465 
1,971 

4,450 
5,31*1* 

1,536 
4,387 
4,679 

ft  fiQ'i 
4,500 
5,550 

29,650 

29,480 

30,170 

31,020 

31,880 

102,905 

105,955 

108,185 

110,935 

113,545 

57,005 

66,800 

70,84o 

74,200 

75,800 

Month  of 
estimate 


North  America: 

Canada  ■ 

Msxlco  ' 

United  States  (Continental)..... 

Havali  

Puerto  Rico  < 

Total  Canada,  Mexico,  U.S., 
and  Possessions  3/* ••'>••• 

Costa  Rica  

El  Salvador  

Guatemala  ■ 

Honduras  

Nicaragua  

Panama  

Total  Central  America  ^ ... 

Cu^>a  

Dominican  Republic  

Total  Caribbean  2j  

Total  North  Anerica  ^  

South  America: 

Argentina  

Bolivia  

Brazil  

Chile  

Colombia  

Ecuador  

Paraguay  

Peru  

Uruguay  

Venezuela  

Total  South  America  ^  

Europe: 

Austria  

Belgium-Luxembourg  

Denmark  ^  

Finland  

France  

Germany,  West  6/  

Greece  jj  

Ireland  

Italy  2/  

Netherlands  

Nozvay  

Portugal  

Spain  ,  

Sweden  

Switzerland  

United  Kingdom  

Total  West  Europe  3/  

Albania  jJ  

Bulgurla  jj  

CzechoslovaJiia  

Germany,  Ea^t  

Hungary  

Poland  

Rumania  jj  

Jugoslavia  2/  

Total  East  Europe  2/  

Total  Europe  ^  

U.S.S.R.  (Europe  and  Asia)  


Dec.    1  2/ 
Spring 
Jan.  1 
Dec.  31  2/ 
Jan. 


Spring 
Oct. 
April 
Aug. 


Aug. 


Dec. 
July 


June  30 
Jan. 

Dec.  31  g/ 
Jan.  1 
Oct.    1  2/ 


Dec.  31 
May 


Dec. 

3 

2/ 

Jan. 

Dec. 

31 

2/ 

June 

15 

Oct. 

Dec. 

3 

Dec. 

31 

2/ 

Jan. 

1 

Jan. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

15 

2/ 

May 

31 

June 

1 

April 

£/ 

Dec. 

1 

Jan. 

Jan. 

1 

Dec. 

3 

2/ 

March 
June  30 
Jan. 
Jan.  15 


Jan.  1 


(Continued) 
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CATTIE  AND  BUFFALO:    Number  In  specified  countries,  average  I951-55,  anniml.  I958-6I  (continued) 


Coimtry 


Average 
1951-55 


1958 


1959 


i960  1/ 


1961  n 


Month  of 
estimate 


Africa: 

Algeria  8/  

Egypt  if..  

Ethiopia  and  Eritrea. 

Sudan  

Tunisia  


Total  North  Africa  }J  . . 

Angola  

Basutoland  

Bechuanaland  

Congo,  Republic  of  The  2/.. 

Csfflerotin  

French  Equatorial  Africe..  • . 

French  West  Africa  ig/  

Ghana  

Kienya  

Malgasay  

Mozambique  

Nigeria  

Bhodesia  and  I^saland  11/. 

Ruanda-Urundi  

Southwest  Africa.  

Svaziland  

Tanganyika  

Uganda  12/  

lAiion  of  South  Africa  

Total  South  Africa 
Total  Africa  ^  


Asia: 

Iran  j/  

Iraq  j/  i3/  

Syria  jj  

Turkey  (Europe  and  Asia)  ij .... 

Total  South-West  Asia  ... 

China  Mainland  jj  iU/  

Total  East  Central  Asia  3/. 

Burma  2/  

Cambodia  jJ  

Ceylon  2/  8/  

China,  Taiwan  jJ  

India  jJ  i6/  

Indonesia  2/  

Japan  

Korea,  South  

laos  jJ  

IfeXaya  jJ  

Pakistan  lj  

Philippines  jJ  V]J  

Thailand  7/  

Vietnam  jJ  


Oceania: 

Australia. . . 
New  Zealand. 


Total  Oceania  3/. 
TOTAL  WORLD  ^ ... 


Thousands 

835 
2,685 
20,830 

iA8 


3^^,190 


1,237 

kdk 
1,087 

762 
1,250 
^^,152 
ii/9,038 

790 
6,806 
5,960 

782 
9,667 
It,  230 

9I+8 
1,530 

k2a. 
6,393 
2,738 
11,700 


loit,650 


4,651^ 
2,177 
lf59 
11,577 


19,575 


lS/59,700 


61, 1^65 


Total  South  and  East  Asia  ^ . 
Total  Asia  ^  


5,935 
1,291 
1,918 
381^ 
200,392 
7,576 
2,782 
616 
310 
510 
29,636 
3,^*67 
11,025 
826 


355,^^65 


15,361 
5,'*68 


21,075 


9ll,if90 


Thousands 
826 
2,785 
21,800 
6,900 
 ihh 


Thousands 

Sir 

2,819 
21,300 
6,907 
563 


37,050 


36,it55 


1,176 
363 

1,311^ 
967 

1,290 


7,387 
6,333 
890 

996 

1+92 
7,060 


1,217 

1,325 
1,006 
1,295 


960 

6,352 

953 

5,007 
1,008 

501* 
7,lH5 
3,590 
12,000 


79,250 


80,100 


116,300 


116,555 


5,500 
1,816 
512 
13,186 


5,1^55 

1+98 
13,61+6 


21,800 


22,225 


64,100 


61+,  900 


65,865 


66,665 


6,180 
1,357 
2,11+0 
1+23 


3,120 
967 
500 
51+6 
30,130 
l+,l+92 
11,339 
1,232 


6,337 

2,267 
1+19 
206,500 

3,118 
1,008 

568 

29,1+71 
l+,706 

11,537 
1,396 


283,515  285,055 


371,180 


373,9*^5 


16,892 
5,886 


16,257 
5,97't 


23,01+5 


22,500 


Thousands 
661+ 
3,111 
21,000 
7,100 
601 


36,975 


1,250 


1,035 
1,300 


5,131 
1,032 

521 
7,720 

12,500 


81,125 


118,100 


5,600 

l+i+9 
13, '+79 


22,190 


65,1+00 


67,165 


1+20 


3,163 
1,020 


29,1+21+ 
l+,807 
U,630 

1,392 


285,1+85 


37^^,81+0 


16,510 
6,000 


22,775 


972,820 


987,155  1,005,550 


Thousands 

3^29'* 
21,000 


37,l't5 


12,900 


81,715 


118,860 


l+,700 
13,881+ 


21,675 


61,765 


1,1+00 


3,300 
1,005 


l+,991 


286,080 


369,520 


17,000 
6,090 


23,355 


1,010,650 


Nov.  20  2/ 
Jan.  1 

Dec.    1  2/ 

Dec.  31  2/ 


Dec.  31  2/ 


Dec. 


Dec. 
Dec. 


Dec.  31  2/ 

Dec.  2/ 
Aug.  31 


Mar.  21 
Ito.  21 
Dec.  31  2/ 
Nov.  2/ 


Dec. 


March 
Dec. 

Dec. 
Ifey 

Feb. 
Dec. 
Jan. 


March 
Mar.  31 
Dec.  2/ 


to:.  31 
Jan.  31 


i/  Preliminary.    2/  October-December  numbers  are  included  under  following  year  for  ccmparlsons  and  totals.  ^  Includes 
allowance  for  any  missing  data  for  countries  shown  and  for  other  producing  coxmtries  not  shown,  kj  Lass  than  5  years. 
5/  Includes  Faroe  Islands.    6/  Includes  Saarland.    jJ  Includes  buffaloes.    0/  Number  taxed  only.    2/  Formerly  the 
Belgian  Congo.    iQ/  Includes  Dahoaiey,  Guinea,  Ivory  Co£ist,  Mall,  ^fa,vlritania,  Niger,  Senegsil,  and  Upper  Volta.  Separate 
estimates  not  available,    ii/  European-owned  stock  9/ 30;  other  12/31.  On  native  fams.    i^/  Agricultural  holdings 

only.    Non-QGOiadic .    1I+/  Includes  22  provinces,  Manchuria,  Sinkising,  and  Tibet.    Excludes  Outer  Mangolia.    15/  June  is 
month  of  estimate  for  I95I-55  average.    i6/  Census  May  I95I  through  August  1952.    I956  Iferch  and  April.    IJ/  January  is 
month  of  estimate  for  1951-55  average. 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  other 
foreign  source  material,  reports  of  United  States  agricultural  attaches  and  other  representatives  abroad,  results  of 
office  reseetrch  and  related  information. 
April  27,  1961. 


-  5  - 


smaller  gain  than  in  recent  years.    The  U.S.S.R.  still  lags  "behind  the 
United  States  in  both  cattle  numbers  and  beef  production. 

Africa;    Cattle  numbers  in  Africa  continue  steadily  upward.    During  the 
past  10  years  there  have  been  significant  increases  in  Sudan,  Tunisia, 
Bechunaland,  the  Republic  of  the  Congo  (former  Belgian  Congo),  Ghana,  Mali, 
Mozambique,  Maxiritania,  Niger,  Rhodesia  and  Nyasalsmd,  Swaziland,  Tan- 
ganyika, Upper  Volta,  and  Uganda.    Cattle  production  has  been  retarded  by 
the  tsetse  fly  in  large  areas  and  by  the  lack  of  ccamnercial  outlets  for 
beef.    Africa  has  an  estimated  119  million  cattle  compared  with  lk2  mil- 
lion in  North  America.    Despite  widespread  drought,  numbers  in  the  Union 
of  South  Africa  probably  increased  moderately  in  I96O.    Nxambers  also  rose 
in  Egypt. 

Asia;    Numbers  in  Asia  changed  little  during  I96O.    Apparent  reductions  in 
Communist  China,  Iran,  Korea,  and  Syria  were  about  offset  by  increases  in 
Japan,  the  Philippines,  and  some  other  countries.    Bovine  numbers  in 
India  are  estimated  at  around  207  million  head,  or  more  than  one-fifth  of 
the  world's  total. 

Oceania;    Cattle  nxmbers  in  both  Australia  and  New  Zealand  increased  last 
year,  and  fvirther  gain  is  expected  this  year,  particoolarly  in  Australia. 
In  recent  years  high  beef  prices  in  export  markets  have  encouraged  large 
slaughter  in  both  countries  and  have  prevented  a  larger  rise  in  cattle 
inventories.    Numbers  in  both  countries  are  11  percent  above  average. 


Growth  Through  Agricultural  Progress 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Washington  25;  D.  C. 

Official  Business 


POSTAGE  AND  PEES  PAID 


